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- The ayu is an amphidromous species with a life span of one year.. It spawns in the lower of
-1iver, their newly hatched larvae driff downstream to the sea. Thereafier the larvas migrated to the
- surf zone are almost distributed until migration fo upstream. On the other hand, it was found that
a part of hatched ayu larvae remained in the estuary without migretion fo the outside. The-
ob_] ective of present study was to know the significance of distribution of the ayu larva and juvenile
in inlets and estuaries. The pelagic and immigrated larva were collected in waters around the
Urado inlet, Shimanto and Kakise Rivers with a larva net and seine net, respectively from
Novernber 2004 to February 2006. The larvas started to occur in all areas in November with peak
abundances in November and December, in the Urado inlet and Shimanto River, respectively. In
Urado inlet, the larvae hatched out in the Kagami River were concentrated in inner part of the inlet
without ‘being outside and led pelagic life untl immigration to the estuaries and remained there
until migration to upstream. In the Shimanto River, the larvae were abundant in the estuary, and

* they roved to shallow waters of estuary until their mlgratlon to upstream, These facts suggest
that left larvae in the inlet or estuary are not minor but major stocks fo support next reproduction.
Consequently, it is likely that the ayu bom in rivers with wide estmary or inlet perform a passive
homing,
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