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Part 2» HEDH' S

s Kochi University Eikaiwa
AXHERFE
There is a special place in my heart for the Eikaiwa course at Kochi University, as it was
NP sa— ke my first real experience of university classroom conditions in Japan. This initial
experience was way back in October 1997, very shortly after the compulsory course
- began in April 1997. Back in those days the classes consisted of larger numbers of

students and there was no streaming, so levels of students in each class varied. With

the focus of the Eikaiwa classes being on communication, both with the teacher and
amongst students, | faced many challenges in those early days. Not least amongst these challenges was how to get
students to communicate with each other in English, an activity that students were largely unfamiliar with.

As the course developed, streaming was introduced with an efficient method of determining each individual
student’s level. This was done through a speaking placement test. Using a common rubric, teachers, in teams of
two, would score students conversing in groups on their pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary and their ability to
keep a conversation going. One of the more important features of the placement test was that it enabled us to
identify both high achieving students and students who had difficulties with English, so that they could be
grouped together and taught more effectively. Having taught both the highest and lowest classes of the Eikaiwa
course, | understand well the different needs of these students.

The Eikaiwa course is now moving into a new phase, as is the English foundations course, with Eikaiwa 1 in the first
semester followed by Eikaiwa 2 in the second semester. Although the placement test will no longer be used, a form
of streaming will still exist for Eikaiwa 2 in the second semester. One of the advantages of this new system is that
students will now experience classes with two different teachers over the course of the year rather than just one,
exposing students to different teaching styles and speaking styles.

Throughout its many different stages, the Eikaiwa course has posed challenges and provided rewards for both

teachers and students. The acquisition of language is a lifelong journey and it is my hope that the Eikaiwa course is
an experience that opens many doors on that journey.
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