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Konnichiwa and salam sejahtera! I am Lai Hung Wei from Malaysia and I will be joining CPDM as an
assistant professor starting October 2021. I first came into contact with the concept of photodynamic
therapy (PDT) in cancer in 2016 prior to a seminar in Malaysia held by Dr Ogura Shun—ichiro, an advisor of
CPDM. The high specificity and low side effect nature of PDT fascinates me, motivating me to pursue my
masters and doctorate degree in Tokyo Institute of Technology in the same year under Dr Ogura Shun-
ichiro. I was exceptionally thrilled when [ was informed [ managed to secure my first job in CPDM with Prof
Inoue Keiji while being giving the opportunity to carry out research on my favourite field — photodynamic
therapy in cancer.

Under the supervision of Dr Ogura, I had been researching on transporters involved in the uptake of
aminolevulinic acid (ALA) for five years. Understanding the role of these transporters is pivotal to give us
furthering understanding on ALA-PDT. Intending to apply these knowledges to use, [ had applied to this
position in order to find out ways to understand the detailed mechanism of action in ALA-PDT. Ultimately,
I hope PDT will be established as a regular alternative of cancer therapy in Japan and the whole world in
the near future.

Research aside, I enjoy cooking and eating good food. I was known as glutton by my former lab mates, so
feel free to join me for a meal. | also enjoy socializing and involve in various activities related in
international cultural exchanges. I am currently the coordinator of Sakura Science Club under Japan
Science and Technology Agency where I am involved in organizing various short—term exchange
programmes in Japan for foreign students in the field of science and technology.

Before I end my greeting message, I would like to take this opportunity thank Prof Inhoue again for
allowing me to join into this big family. I am looking forward to my first dream job in this university. I will do
my best to get used to all the work in the shortest time possible and promised to work hard to contribute
to the university as much as possible. Dozo yoroshiku onegaishimasu!
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