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IN MEMORY OF PROFESSOR TAKURO OGATA

29 June 2008

It is a distinct privilege for me to write some words of respect, admiration, and
the pleasure of having known Dr. Ogata for some 30 years. Our association was close and
I was able to visit him in Kochi and he visited us in Boston a number of times to share
our interests in science and as good friends.

Over the past two decades, | have had the pleasure of being ale to help Dr. Ogata
with numerous English revisions of manuscripts and texts of his English presentations at
various meetings and conferences. His earlier studies that | was able to of help involved
the transmission and scanning electron microscopy of heart and skeletal muscle and also
the fine structure of the gastric parietal cell. His scanning electron micrographs were
of high resolution and he was able to see structures that others had not been able to describe.
Dr. Ogata was also skilled in the use of immunocytochemical techniques and effectively
combined this with his electron microscopy.

Dr. Ogata®s more recent undertakings involved the quantitative counts of tuft cells
in the entire digestive tract of the rat in collaboration with his former department members
in the Surgery Department of Kochi university Medical School. This study was preceded by
the immunocytochemical localization of ions involved in the secretion of sodium bicarbonate
as well as the localization of a number of key enzymes in the tuft cells critical for the
secretion of sodium bicarbonate. Therefore, Dr.Ogata provided key evidence that tuft cells
could well be the source of intestinal bicarbonate secretion.

The last undertaking of Dr. Ogata which is in the final stages of completion makes
a strong case for the probability that tuft cells may well be the source of sodium bicarbonate
secretion in the digestive tract. Since there is still only some speculation on the various
suggested functions of tuft cells, Dr. Ogata®s hypothesis may become a monument of his
insight and endeavors.

Most of Dr. Ogata®s numerous publications were in English and published in well
known International Journals. I was asked to revise and edit the manuscripts which 1 did
with pleasure. Our trans Pacific E-mails and Express Mails were numerous and often I was
asked to also help him with his letters to the editors as well as revision of some of his
presentations at International Meeting and Conferences. Since we both worked in some
overlapping areas of research interest, the work of Dr. Ogata was of personal interest to
me. There were in several cases, a complete acceptance of the finally submitted manuscript
that required no further revision! These were instances of great pleasure for all of us
and it made me feel that whatever effort it took me to help him was more than fully rewarded.

Late in 2007 I fell off of a ladder and fracture my clavicle. In the follow up of
this injury, a CT Scan showed that I had a small tumor of my parotid gland. As | often asked
Dr. Ogata for medical advice, 1 solicited his opinion on what 1 should do. I did not know
that at this time he was in the late and near his terminal fight with his pancreatic cancer.
In spite of this he took the interest and time to advise on this matter. | must confess
that | feel a bit ashamed at my asking for advice during the time he was in his advanced
stages of his own struggles. In all this period he kept his illness to himself and his close
medical colleagues and did not tell others of his condition. His behavior in helping others



while keeping his own plight to himself is typical of Dr. Ogata.

It is a great loss to me to no longer be able to write or see Dr. Ogata and continue
our long association. I will continue to miss his exceptional vision, his strong persistence
in the high goals that he set for his research. To his beloved family, friends and colleagues
I offer my sincere condolences and trust that the future will be as he has always envisioned
and hoped.

Most Sincerely,

Susumu Ito
Professor Emeritus, Harvard Medical School
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